Epidural abscess in a neonate.
We report the case of a 16-day-old neonate who presented with fever and irritability. Blood and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) samples collected on his admission grew methicillin sensitive Staphylococcus aureus on culture, prompting an urgent search for parameningeal collections or an occult sinus involving the central nervous system. Magnetic resonance imaging revealed a pyogenic collection within the epidural space extending from the upper cervical to lumbosacral level and multiple other deep tissue collections that required repeated surgical drainage. Central nervous system infections due to S. aureus are uncommon, particularly in the absence of an anatomical defect or prior neurosurgical instrumentation. This case demonstrates the importance of a timely and thorough search for parameningeal foci when CSF cultures are positive for unusual organisms such as S. aureus.